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Setup & Calibration

Use a measuring tape to confirm your calibration box dimensions — accuracy is key!

Choose the right projector type for your space:

e Mini Projector: Budget-friendly, needs ceiling mount
e Short Throw: Requires less distance, good for small rooms
e Ultra Short Throw (UST): Can sit close to the cutting surface, ideal for flexible setups

Calibrate using a cutting mat. If you don’t have a cutting mat — 4 letter-sized pages taped together
works great.

Software Tools

Software tools are essential for handling patterns, calibrating, and projecting accurately. Here's a
breakdown:

Pattern Projector: Free, web-based tool for projecting and calibrating patterns

Project & Cut: Desktop software with advanced calibration and pattern manipulation

Hardware Tips

e Optimizing your hardware can significantly improve your projector sewing experience:
e Mounting matters: Ceiling mounts offer stability, but carts or tension rods offer flexibility.
e Lighting: Dim or controlled lighting improves visibility of projected lines.
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e Connectivity: HDMI cables are most stable; wireless options like Chromecast or Miracast can work
too.

e Projector Choice: Opt for a projector with good brightness, contrast, and resolution. Short-throw
projectors are excellent for smaller spaces.

e Projection Surface: A smooth, matte white surface is ideal for projection. Consider using a large
cutting mat or a dedicated projection screen.

e Lighting: Control ambient lighting to enhance image visibility. Darkening the room improves
contrast and clarity.

e Cutting Tools: Invest in sharp rotary cutters, acrylic rulers, and pattern weights for precise pattern
cutting.

Video Tutorials

Complete Pattern Projector Tutorial — Full walkthrough of setup and use

How | Use a Projector for Sewing Patterns — Real-life setup tips and tricks

Projector Sewing Basics - Quick intro for beginners

Written Guides & Resources

Top Tips for Projector Sewing — Sasha Sewist

Beginner Guide — Discovery Fabrics

Ultimate Guide — Sunflower Seams

Where to Buy?

There are many options for purchasing. The most important consideration is your space and where and
how you will mount your projector.

You can use this link for a quick and cheap option with a ceiling mount. (I usComilsC
YotnpCompasdfjector). You can also look for used short throw projectors on ebay and local buy and sell.
Many institutions sell off their older models.
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