FABRIC SELECTION FOR
GRADIENT AND OMBRE |} -
EFFECTS

Tips and tricks for quilts and wearables

Achieving Gradient Effects

Creating smooth gradients and stunning ombré effects in your quilts and quilted clothing relies on careful
fabric selection. Here are some tips to guide you:

e Arrange Fabrics Logically: Organize your e Avoid High-Contrast Jumps: Sudden shifts
fabrics from lightest to darkest, or from cool to in value can disrupt the gradient. Aim for
warm, depending on your desired gradient gradual transitions.
direction. e Group by Color Families: Keep similar hues

e Grayscale Check: Take a grayscale photo of together to create a cohesive flow.
your fabric selection. This helps you see the e Balance Solids and Prints: A mix of solids
value progression independent of color. and prints can add depth, but be mindful of

e Transitional Fabrics: Incorporate fabrics that visual weight.
bridge the gap between colors. Consider: e Plan Before Cutting: Lay out your fabrics and
o Prints that blend adjacent colors plan the arrangement before cutting any
o Batiks pieces. This helps visualize the final gradient.

o Ombré fabrics
o Blender fabrics

e Repeat Colours Strategically: Repeating certain colours can enhance the sense of flow and unity
within the gradient.

e Control Flow with Strip Widths: Adjust the widths of your fabric strips to fine-tune the gradient's
progression. Wider strips create bolder transitions, while narrower strips offer smoother blends.

Bonus Tip for Wearables

For quilted clothing, position lighter colours near the face to brighten your complexion and draw attention
upward, and darker colours at the hem for a grounding effect.



Summary

Selecting the right fabrics is crucial for achieving effective gradient and ombré effects. By carefully
arranging fabrics by value and colour, using transitional pieces, and planning your layout, you can create
stunning quilts and wearable art.



